


Textual Criticism:
A Good Thing 

That Sounds Really Bad



KJV:      —

NKJV:   Verses 9-20 are bracketed in NU as 
not in 
the original text. They are lacking in Codex 
Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus, although 
nearly all other manuscrpts of Mark contain 
them. 

NASB:    Later mss (manuscripts) add verses 
9-20.



NIV: The earliest manuscripts and other 
ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20.

ESV:  Some of the earliest manuscripts do 
not include 16:9-20. 

Some mss end the book with 16:8; others 
include verses 9–20 immediately after verse 
8. At least one manuscript inserts additional 
material after verse 14; some manuscripts 
include after verse 8 the following…”



Textual Criticism:

The science of analyzing copies to  
figure out what a lost document said. 

1. External Evidence 
2. Internal Evidence
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Greek Text

Alternate 
Readings
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NT  5,700



Manuscript “Rules”: 

1. Shorter is preferred  

2. Harder is preferred



Textual Variants: 

1. Insignificant  

2. Significant but not viable 

3. Significant and viable.



Insignificant: Misspelling 

“Paul”  — Παῦλος / Παῦλλος
 

“John”  — Ἰωάνης / Ἰωάννης



Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ Παῦλον  
Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ τὸν Παῦλον
ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ Παῦλον
ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ τὸν Παῦλον
Παῦλον Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ
τὸν Παῦλον Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ
Παῦλον ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ
τὸν Παῦλον ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἀγαπᾷ

ἀγαπᾷ Ἰησοῦς Παῦλον
ἀγαπᾷ Ἰησοῦς τὸν Παῦλον
ἀγαπᾷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς Παῦλον
ἀγαπᾷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὸν Παῦλον
ἀγαπᾷ Παῦλον Ἰησοῦς
ἀγαπᾷ τὸν Παῦλον Ἰησοῦς
ἀγαπᾷ τὸν Παῦλον ὁ Ἰησοῦς
ἀγαπᾷ Παῦλον ὁ Ἰησοῦς

Insignificant: Word Order 
“Jesus loves Paul”

Adapted from Darrell L. Bock and Buist M. Fanning, eds. “Interpreting the New Testament Text: 
Introduction to the Art and Science of Exegesis.” iBooks. Page 56



Significant But Not Viable: 

Mark 1:1: “The beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the son of the Son of God.”



Significant And Viable: 

Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we have 
been declared righteous by faith, 
we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we have
been declared righteous by faith, 
let us have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.



THISISHARDFORYOUTOREADB
UTYOUCOULDGETUSEDTOIT






